Ac t i v i t y

“Vote” on a
Proposition
Do you know how propositions make

is included. How would you vote on the

it onto the ballot in your state? And

proposition(s) if you could?

how your state’s constitution can be
amended? Every state is different. Re-

Constitutional Amendments

search how both of these processes work

1. Can citizens amend their state’s consti-

for your community—start by visiting the

tution, or only the legislature?

website for your Secretary of State or

2. If the citizens can, is it by a simple ma-

Board of Elections. Try to find answers to
the following questions:

jority vote?
3. If the legislature amends the constitu-

Propositions

tion, what is the process?

1. Does your state allow citizens to put

4. Has your state amended its constitu-

propositions on the ballot? (Some do.

tion recently? If so, what changed?

Some don’t.)
2. If so, do citizens collect signatures

on a petition? How many signatures are
needed?
3. Or does the state legislature control

ballot measures, where they are only
placed on the ballot by elected representatives, not citizens?
4. Now find a ballot (online) from a re-

cent election, or one from an upcoming
election, where at least one proposition
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as the repeal of both Don’t Ask, Don’t Tell and
the Defense of Marriage Act.
Halting the collapse of the economy was the
first item on Obama’s plate. But in the spring,
he appointed John Berry, an openly gay man, as
director of the Office of Personnel Management
(OPM). For years the OPM (and its predecessor,
the US Civil Service Commission) had enforced
the no-gays-in-government rule. At a formal
ceremony on June 24, 2009, Berry gave a written
apology to Frank Kameny for his firing 52 years
earlier. With tears in his eyes, Kameny choked
out, “Apology accepted.” Kameny was then
given the Teddy Roosevelt Award, the highest
service honor given to federal employees.
The award topped off a busy few years for
Kameny. In 2005, he and Barbara Gittings were
on hand for the unveiling of a historic marker
in Philadelphia honoring the Annual Reminders outside Independence Hall. In 2006, he
donated his personal papers to the Library of
Congress, and in 2008, the Smithsonian accepted his picket signs from the Annual Reminders to put on display. In 2009, his home at
5020 Cathedral Avenue was named a DC Historic Landmark. The same year, he was given
the pen Obama used to sign a presidential
memorandum giving expanded benefits to the
same-sex partners of federal employees.
President Obama also made headway on the
problem of hate crimes. On October 28, 2009,
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